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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

The request filed on 02/1 1/2008 for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1 .114 based on parent Application No. 09/912903 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

This communication is in response to applicant's 1/16/2008 
amendment(s)/response(s) in the application of CELEBIOGLU et al. for "SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR DETECTING AND INDICATING COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS" 

filed 07/25/2001 . The amendment/response to the claims have been entered. Claim 
23 has been withdrawn. No claims have been cancelled. No claims have been added. 
Claims 1-1 1 , 24-29 are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 7-10, 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over PERRIN et al. (US 2002/0161924), hereinafter PERRIN., in view of 
CROWFORD (US 2002/0180612). 
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Regarding claim 1, PERRIN discloses a system comprising: device for 
communicating a packet, the device including a plurality of set of indicators with 
connection interface, the indicators being activated in response to detected activities 
(see paragraph 0045). PERRIN further discloses interfacing the router with a plurality of 
protocols (see paragraph 0043). The precise number of LEDs and their placement on 
the router 10 are not limiting to the present invention, and more or less LEDs or other 
optical and/or audible devices may be employed to provide the user with more or less 
operational or performance feedback (see paragraph 0044). 

PERRIN fails to explicitly disclose that each set of indicator being in a different 
platform layer and each indicator being associated with a different protocol. 

Crawford discloses an array of light emitting diodes (LEDs) are used for visual 
indication of the status of the monitored repeater, where the network administrator can 
determine whether a particular conditions exist on the repeater and the status may 
includes many types (see [0003] and [001 1]). 

Both PERRIN and CROWFORD disclose that LEDs are used for many types of 
visual indications in repeaters/switches/routers, where the administrator can determine 
whether a particular conditions exist on the repeater or providing the user with 
operational or performance feedback. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made provides the a set of LEDs at each port of the router and 
activating each LED to indicated the type of protocol in order to provides the network 
administrator with ability of visualize the type of protocols the network node is receiving 
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-thus network administrator can manage the network's resource accordingly (see 
[0044] of PERRIN for motivation). 

Regarding claim 2, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a router (see 
[0042] and figure 1). 

Regarding claim 3, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a switch (see 
[0042] and figure 1). 

Regarding claim 4, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a storage 
device ([0026, 0031). 

Regarding claim 5, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a network 
interface card (see [0048]). 

Regarding claim 7, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes at least one 
hardware component configured to detect the first protocol and the second protocol 
(see [0043]). 

Regarding claim 8, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a program 
configured to detect the first protocol and the second protocol ([0059]). 
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Regarding claim 9, PERRIN discloses wherein the program includes a device 
driver (inherent feature). 

Regarding claim 10, PERRIN discloses a method comprising: providing device 
for communicating a packet, the device including a plurality of set of indicators with 
connection interface, the indicators being activated in response to detected activities 
(see paragraph 0045). PERRIN further discloses interfacing the router with a plurality of 
protocols (see paragraph 0043). The precise number of LEDs and their placement on 
the router 10 are not limiting to the present invention, and more or less LEDs or other 
optical and/or audible devices may be employed to provide the user with more or less 
operational or performance feedback (see paragraph 0044). 

PERRIN fails to explicitly disclose that each set of indicator being in a different 
platform layer and each indicator being associated with a different protocol. 

Crawford discloses an array of light emitting diodes (LEDs) are used for visual 
indication of the status of the monitored repeater, where the network administrator can 
determine whether a particular conditions exist on the repeater and the status may 
includes many types (see [0003] and [001 1]). 

Both PERRIN and CROWFORD disclose that LEDs are used for many types of 
visual indications in repeaters/switches/routers, where the administrator can determine 
whether a particular conditions exist on the repeater or providing the user with 
operational or performance feedback. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made provides the a set of LEDs at each port of the router and 
activating each LED to indicated the type of protocol in order to provides the network 
administrator with ability of visualize the type of protocols the network node is receiving 
-thus network administrator can manage the network resource accordingly (see [0044] 
of PERRIN for motivation). 

Regarding claim 24, PERRIN discloses wherein the device transmit a packet 
(see [0006]). 

Regarding claim 25, PERRIN discloses wherein the device receive a packet (see 
[0006]). 

Regarding claim 26, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a router (see 
[0042] and figure 1). 

Regarding claim 27, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a switch 
(see [0042] and figure 1). 

Regarding claim 28, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a storage 
device ([0026, 0031). 
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Regarding claim 29, PERRIN discloses wherein the device includes a network 
interface card (see [0048]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Amending the claims from a system/a method that detects protocol type to a 
system/a method comprises of a protocol detect detection module for detecting protocol 
type does not further limit the claims since the functions or the scope of the claimed 
system or method steps remain same. 

As set forth in the previous office action, PERRIN discloses a router having a 
plurality of ports that can connects to a plurality of protocols (see paragraph [0043]); and 
a plurality of LEDs operate to provide the user of the router with visual operation and 
performance of the router (see paragraph [0044]). CROWFORD also teaches using 
LEDs to indicate the status condition of monitored ports in a repeater (see paragraph 
[001 1]). The combination of PERRIN and CROWFORD disclose LEDs are used to 
indicate the status of the router. 
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In response to applicant's argument that the claimed subject matter the device 
including a plurality of sets of indicators (LEDs) associated with a connection interface, 
the indicators being activated in response to detected by the protocol detection module 
and the protocol detection module activating a respective indicator in a respective layer 
in response to the one or more detected protocol is merely indented use of the device, a 
recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of 
performing the intended use, then it meets the claim (emphasis added). 

Conclusion 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

The following address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) only: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob A. Phunkulh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tursday from 8:00 A.M. 
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to 5:00 P.M. (first week of the bi-week) and Monday-Friday (for second week of the bi- 
week). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Jay Patel, can be reach on (571) 272-2988. The fax phone number for this 
group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Bob A. Phunkulh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



